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CLaSH invites contributions, donations from members and friends.  
Account details are:  Standard Bank Namibia, Ausspannplatz Branch,  

Account  # 04 153 5588 
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Led by Sue, who appears to be a pas-
sionate storyteller, the Unit children  and 
caregivers worked on Handa’s Surprise. 
It is the story of a little girl, who gathers 
various fruit in a basket to take to her 
friend. During the long walk to the 
friend’s village, the fruit are pinched one 
by one by different naughty animals. 
However, when a goat breaks loose  
and bumps 
against an 
orange tree, 
the oranges 

fall down and right into Handa’s basket, who arrives at her 
friend’s house with a basket full of fruit after all. 

The Unit children first heard the story and looked at the 
pictures in the book, then discussed the relevant signs and 
finally created masks and costumes to act out everything. 
Upon some rehearsing they went into all 3 classes at the 
SOS kindergarten and shared the story together. Every-
body enjoyed this tremendously and the hearing children 
were thrilled to learn some signs of fruit and animals.  

It was a great experience and we hope there will be more 
opportunities like this in the future.  
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History was written in September when Dr van der Westhuizen from the Phonak Ear 
Institute, together with a South African colleague, performed the first three operations 
in Namibia to insert cochlear implants in children’s ears. 

This is exciting news. Together with their Namibian colleagues, Heide and Sue at-
tended an information session by a speech therapist from South Africa, who talked 
about the therapeutic and educational challenges subsequent to a CI operation. It saw 
Sue and Heide nodding their heads frequently in agreement - small wonder consider-
ing their many years of experience with the aural/oral approach in Deaf Education. 

Although not an option for everybody, it certainly is an additional aspect to be consid-
ered when we try to assist parents of deaf children to make informed choices. 

The Association for Children with Language, Speech and Hearing Impairments of Namibia 

CLaSH �  P.O. Box 24361 �  Windhoek �  Tel: +264-61-232704 �  Fax: +264-61- 233904 
E-mail: clash@mweb.com.na �  Web address: www.clash-namibia.org 
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INSIDE:  Calendar 2012 �  Deaf Awareness Week  �  
The Unit going places �  Outreach �  A new baby �  

Handa’s Story �  Cochlear implants �  

After the months have just flown past (as they tend to do with increasing speed every 
year), I am once again sitting in front of my PC trying to summarise what has hap-
pened since June. Looking at the format of our newsletter, I suddenly realize that it 
has been the same since at least 2004. Doesn’t that call for a serious effort to revamp,  
refresh, “funkify”? We have given our posters and leaflets a new and colourful look, 
we have redone our website (please check it out under www.clash-namibia.org), we 
are busy printing new T-Shirts in fancy colours such as orange and lime-green and we 
have printed our calendar for 2012 with a new lay-out! I think that a new look for our 
newsletter should be next on our list and should someone want to give me ideas 
please feel free to do  just that. 

The good news we have to share is that the big concern about our financial situation 
has been eased by several successful proposals and applications. We are deeply 
grateful to the Namibian Government, the business sector and a number of private 
individuals for their positive response and generous support. It is such a relief to be 
able to look forward to the next year without the fear of having to cut down on our ser-
vices. Thank you, friends! 

Deaf Awareness Week was celebrated 
again in September, the Unit children went 
for a visit to the Windhoek Show, Mary got 
additional training in ear care and is really, 
really busy during her outreach trips, Sue 
and Hazel are constantly working towards 
improving the educational programme at the 
Unit. Our new Weltwärts volunteer Simone, 
who finished basic teacher training in Ger-
many is adding her own fresh ideas. Blanca 
remains the stabilising factor in our office, 
the ever friendly voice on the phone.  

The new calendar can be ordered now! 



������� ���	
������
��

Every two years, Namibia celebrates Deaf Awareness Week - a combined effort by 
stakeholders in the field of Deaf Education and members of the Deaf community. As 
in previous years, the Goethe Centre in Windhoek generously made its facilities avail-
able for four CLaSH movie nights. A small but enthusiastic crowd came to watch the 
classics Children of a Lesser God, Mr Holland’s Opus, The Heart is a Lonely Hunter 
and Beyond Silence. They were treated to a welcome drink and delicious snacks, 
sponsored by Windhoek Hearing Aids and prepared by the Goethe Centre’s coffee 
shop Out to Lunch.  

The new calendar has been printed with the 
wonderful support from Standard Bank - as in 
the past 15 years. It was launched in a small but 
heart touching ceremony the following week. We 
were pleased and grateful for the good turn-out 
of the media and the suitable venue of the Bank 
Windhoek Theatre School. 

The funky new T-Shirts that we could print ow-
ing to a 50th birthday donation from Switzerland 
were also available for sale, only that they came 
with a small mistake in the hand shapes on the 
back. However, we are expecting a corrected reprint any day now. 
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Outings for the unit children and caregivers are en-
riching and eye opening events, and we are very 
grateful that we are able to expose the unit children 
to so many experiences outside the classroom. They 
went to Goreangab Dam where we had a farewell 
braai for Moritz our previous Weltwärts volunteer. 
They visited Fruit & Veg when the topic was fruit and 
vegetables. They went to the Windhoek Agricultural 
Show, every year a highlight in the Unit calendar 
because of the beautiful farm animals they get to 
see up close and of course because of the ride on 
the carousel. They have also been to Ferreira’s 
Nursery when their own sowing efforts required a 
visit to a garden centre.  

Thanks to the never ending support from the Inter-
national Women’s Association of Namibia (IWAN), 

swimming lessons at the Katutura Swimming Pool commenced again when the Na-
mibian spring time started and a visit to the children’s zoo has already been sched-
uled for the end of this month. 
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It has been a busy few months for Mary. Requests 
for assessments have been coming in fast and 
furious from the different regions! She has re-
cently been to Ohangwena and Oshana where a 
total 853 children received hearing assessments 
from Mary and Yvonne the audiologist from the 
Ministry of Education in a span of two weeks! 
Mary has again received an invite from the 
Kavango region and is now busy preparing for that 
trip at the beginning of November. 

Our cooperation with the Ministry of Education 
continues to grow. The regions too have realized the importance of the outreach. The 
work that they have put in identifying children with hearing loss coupled with the re-
ception and overall effortless organisation of the outreach work has clearly made a 
difference to our work and we are grateful for their commitment. Some regions have 
gone as far as purchasing their own screening audiometers and have requested train-
ing on how to use them. To show our appreciation and continue supporting proactive 
regions we are arranging for just such training with 
the audiologist in the Ministry of Education. To moti-
vate the regions even more CLaSH is considering to 
donate some screening audiometers for those re-
gions most in need.  

We need to improve the after-care and follow-up. 
Too many learners do not receive effective medical 
treatment, ie. suffer from recurrent infections and 
too many learners do not fully utilize their hearing 
aids because they are not sufficiently supported by 
their family and/or school environment. It is a long 
way to Inclusive Education! 
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Our chairman Wolfgang Keding became the proud 
father of a son for the second time in less than two 
years. Congratulations and best wishes from us all to 
parents Renate and Wolfgang, little brother Timo and 
new baby Anjo. May you enjoy many, many happy 
years together and soon forget the sleepless nights 
of the first few months! 

There have been new babies all around recently, 
born to colleagues from Interteam, VSO, etc. We 
extend congratulations and good wishes to them all! 


